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Multi-Family Design Guidelines

Building Design
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10.

The usc of unusual shapes, color, or other charucleristics that cause new buildings
lo call execssive attention to themselves and create jarring disharmony shall be

avoided.

Monotony of design shall be avoided. Vanation of detail, form, and siting shall be
uscd lo provide visual interest.

Architectural design is nl restricted. Evaluation of the appearance ol a building
shall be based on the quality ol design and relationship to surroundings.

Building mass should be broken up through the usc of scibacks, surface
modulation, and other design techniques. Building off-scts shall be provided along
cach building 1o relieve the visual effect of a single long wall. Rool lincs shall also

be vanod.

Buildings shall be designed so thal the roofs are less visvally dominant than the
walls.

A human scale shall be achieved at pround level, al entryways, and along street
(rontages through the use of such clements as windows, doors, columns, and

porches.

Mechanical equipment of other utility hardware on roofs, the ground, or on the
building itsell shall be screened (rom public view with materials harmonious with
the building; or shall be so located as not lo be visible lrom any public area (strects,

trails and open space).

Maierials shall be sclected that arc suitable for a residential building. Buildings
shall usc the same materials, or ones that are architecturally harmonious, on all
building walls and other extcrior building components. Matenals shall be of
durable quality. Aluminum, vinyl, T-111, and stucco siding shall be prohibited.
Mirrored glass windows and doors, natural [inish sereen doors and window
lrames, and decorative metal panels shall be prohibited. The recommended standard
is wood shingles or dapboard siding.

Exterior colors shall be harmonious, and only compatible acoents shall be used.
Building colors shall be earth tones - browns, beige's, grays or soll greens. Accent
or complementary colors, harmonizing with the main color may be used for tim.

Continued good depends on the extent and quality of maintenance.
Matcrials and finishes shall be sclected for their durability and wear, as wdll as lor
their beauty. Proper measures shall be taken lor protection against weather, neglect
and damage.
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Access to Dwellings

b

Private entry. Provide as many dwelling units as possible with a private
entrance ot pround level.

Yislble entry. Ensurc that thc main entry o the dwelling is clearly visible from
the nearest public circulation path.

storag: shed

s
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Uracept e More Acceptalis

3. Front Porch. Provide a porch or porch-like space at every lront entry.
= Ideal porch is large enough [ two people Lo stand under cover,
* Individually lit at night.
4. Furniture moving. Access ways should be designed to lacilitale moving
furniture.
. I_.D_L;:llc entrances 5o that moving vans can loadfunload within 50 leet of each
umit.
Private Open Space

Yard amenities. Provide a private yard, patio or balcony for every unit,

appropriately fumished with amenitics 1o facilitale its use. Appropriatc amenitics

include:

* A level hard-surfaced arca (deck or patio) for tables and chairs adjacent 1o the
house.

* A back porch roof, trellis, or lattice work.
* A lockable storage shed for garden equipment, bicycles, cie,
= Anoulside waler lauccl

*= A prolected clectrical outlel
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2. Access lo private open space. The privale open space of all unils should be
visually and functionally accessible from inside the dwelling.

* Locale kitchen or living room windows to provide a direct view of privale open
Spﬂm.

3. Yards linked to common space. The needs of children - and their parents -
will be best served il there is direct access from a lenced }r:n:l 1o a safe communal
play arca. :

*  Provide gates between yards and common areas.
*  Provide child-prool lz.ches on gates.

4. Privacy screening. Provide screening for yards where privale activitics are
likely 1o occur and 1o delincate private (rom common spaces.

*  Provide a fence one section of which is high (lor privacy) and one low (for
supcrvision).

5. Solar orlentation. Awoid sunlcss north-Tacing patics, decks and private yards,

6. Square backyards. To lacilitale use, make privale open space approximately
square.

7. Garden entry. Provide residents with the opportunity of maintaining a

scmipublic garden around their [ronl entry.
+  Provide yard space around the (ront entry to every ground level umit

*  Where space is very limited , provide planters or space to place Mower pots or
window boxes.

*  Locate at lcast onc window so that the front yard can be seen and enjoyed from
inside the dwelling.
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B.

Above-ground balconles. Units above ground level should have access o
privale balconics of usable dimensions.

Design baleonics no smaller than 10 feet by 6 fect.
Provide baleonics only il they can huve un cust, west or south onentalion.

Ensure that balconies arc reasonably private by providing space, side wings, or
vegetlation bulTers.

Where possible locate balconics adjacent o living rooms.
Use sliding glass doors 1o access balconics.
Ensure that balconies arc adequately drained.
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